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SUBJ: TORONTO MEDIA REACTION TO "FISH WAR" 

1 . SUMMARY - TORONTO MEDIA GENERALLY EVEN IN EDITORIAL COMMENT 
AND IN COLUMNS REGARDING FISHERIES DISPUTE BETWEEN 

CANADA AND UNITED STATES. LOCAL REPORTING HAS CONCENTRATED 
ON US BAN OF CANADIAN SPORT FISHING IN GREAT LAKES. MEDIA 
REPORTS JUNE 6 GENERALLY POINTING OUT LACK OF DISTINCTION IN 
U.S. REGULATIONS BETWEEN COMMERCIAL AND SPORT PISHING, A POINT 
NOT CLARIFIED IN JUNE 5 COVERAGE. NEWS REPORTS HAVE STRESSED 
PRESSURE GROUPS BOTH COUNTRIES, POLICING ACTIVITIES OF USCG 
AND CANADIAN FISHERIES AUTHORITIES AND ABSENSE OF CON- 
FRONTATION AS RESPECTIVE FISHING FLEETS SEEK COMPLY WITH 
DIRECTIVES. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN COMMENT DURING LOCAL T.V. NEWS PROGRAM EVENING JUNE 5, 

FORMER ONTARIO NDP LEADER STEPHEN LEWIS REMARKED ON STUPIDITY 
OF DISPUTE. HE TOOK POSITION HOW CAN NORTH AMERICANS LAUGH 

AT AFRICAN TRIBAL DISPUTES AND EXPECT U.S. - USSR ARMS 
AGREEMENTS WHEN U.S. AND CANADA CANNOT FIND AGREEMENT 
ON RELATIONSHIP AS TRADITIONAL AS FISHING. 

3. TABLOID TORONTO SUN JUNE 6 CARRIED ARTICLE BY STAFF 
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WRITER WHO WENT ON CANADIAN CHARTER FISHING BOAT TO 
YOUNGSTOWN, NEW YORK, BOUGHT NEW YORK STATE FISHING 
LICENSE AND THEN ATTEMPTED FIND INFORMATION ON FISHING 
LIMITATIONS. ARTICLE RELATED THAT WHILE U.S. COAST 
GUARD FINALLY SAID "NO CANADIANS CAN FISH IN THESE 
WATERS", THERE WAS NO REACTION FROM COAST GUARD STATION 
TO TRANSIT OF CANADIAN CHARTER BOAT. SUN EDITORIAL 
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"FISH-FIGHT " SUPPORTED CANADIAN GOVERNMENT POSITION IN 
DISPUTE AND HELD "ALL CANADIANS SHOULD SUPPORT THE 
GOVERNMENT ON THIS (NOT TO THE EXTENT OF RE-ELECTING 
TRUDEAU THOUGH*), SO WHEN THE CRISIS COOLS, NEGOTIATIONS 
WILL HAVE A BETTER CHANCE." THE SUN CONTINUED "IT WOULD 
BE ENCOURAGING IF CANADA WERE PREPARED TO BE AS STAUNCH 
AGAINST, SAY, SOVIET FISHING TRAWLERS WHICH MIX FISHING 
WITH SPYING AND PLUNDER OUR WATERS, DESTROY THE UNDERSEA 
ENVIRONMENT, AND KEEP ELECTRONIC TABS ON OUR COAST. 
AMERICA IS .STIT T, OUR ALLY AND FRIEND CAN BE TRUSTED TO 
SHOW RESTRAINT. WE AREN'T THAT SURE ABOUT THE SOVIETS." 
EDITORIAL CARTOON SHOWED U.S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER AT BUOY 
MARKED "U.S.-CANADIAN BORDER" WITH OFFICER ON BRIDGE 
REELING IN ON FISHING POLE SMALL CANADIAN BORDER PATROL 
CRAFT. CAPTION HAD CANADIAN OFFICER SAYING TO SEAMAN 

"LET HIM REEL US IN A LITTLE CLOSER SAILOR THEN WELL 

BOARD AND' SEIZE HER*". 

4. TORONTO STAR JUNE 6 CARRIED FRONT PAGE ARTICLE 
ON POSSIBLE CANADIAN MAJOR ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IN U.S. 

TO UNDERLINE TO AMERICA SPORTS FISHERMEN FACT THAT THEY 
STILL VERY WELCOME IN CANADA. STAR LEAD EDITORIAL 
"SETTLE FISHING RIGHTS ISSUE NOW" CALLED THE "FISH WAR" 

AN "AMIABLE AFFAIR. BUT IT COULD GET A LOT WORSE UNLESS 
THE TWO GOVERNMENTS MAKE A DETERMINED EFFORT QUICKLY 
TO FIND A REASONABLE SETTLEMENT OF THE DISPUTE." THE STAR 
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HELD "BOTH GOVERNMENTS SHOULD BRING THEIR DISCUSSION BACK 
TO FUNDAMENTALS". POINTING OUT THAT THE U.S. HAS "MORE 
POWERFUL ARTILLERY TO DEPLY - IT COULD SIMPLY BLOCK 
IMPORTS OF CANADIAN FISH", THE STAR OBSERVED THAT THE 
TWO PURPOSES OF THE FISHERIES AGREEMENT WERE CONSERVATION 
AND FAIR ACCESS TO RESOURCES. "THE PRESENT CONFRONTATION 
WILL BE USEFUL IF IT SPURS NEGOTIATIONS TO A FINAL 
SETTLEMENT. BUT IT MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO DEVELOP INTO 
A FULL-SCALE FISH WAR." 
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5. STAR OTTAWA CORRESPONDENT RICHARD GWYN WROTE THAT 
CANADIAN NATIONALIST ECONOMIC PROFESSOR ABRAHAM ROTSTEIN 
WAS CORRECT WHEN HE SAID THAT CANADIANS CARE LITTLE ABOUT 
CULTURAL OR ECONOMIC SOVEREIGNTY BUT DO CARE DEEPLY 
ABOUT "TERRITORIAL SOVEREIGNTY". GWYN CONTINUED THAT 
"IT'S A MARK OF THE MATURITY OF CANADIAN-U.S. RELATIONS 
THAT THIS TIFF IS BEING CONTAINED WITHIN TOLERABLE 
LIMITS. EVERYONE KNOWS THAT WHAT'S AT ISSUE IS NOT 
A CLASH OF HIGH PRINCIPLES BUT JUST A CONFLICT OF SELF- 
INTERESTS". AFTER MAKING WHAT IS A QUITE COMMON MEDIA 
CLAIM HERE, THAT THE U.S. BEEN "DILATORY DURING THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ", GWYN CONCLUDED THAT CANADA APPARENTLY 
HAS LEARNED "THE ART OF WAVING A STICK AND 
TALKING SOFTLY AT THE SAME TIME " IN ITS RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH ITS "ELEPHANTINE NEIGHBOR." HUMOR COLUMNIST GARY 
TAUTENS KEYED HIS JUNE 6 COLUMN TO "WHY ARE WE IN THIS 
FISH WAR? JUST FOR THE HALIBUT". RESPECTED RADIO/TV 
COLUMNIST DENNIS BRAITHWAITE DEVOTED HIS COLUMN "FISH 
WAR SMELLS OE RED HERRINGS IN TWO CAPITALS " TO THE 
THOUGHT THAT THIS HIGH VISIBILITY CONFRONTATION IS 
DESIRED BY THE FEDERAL ADMINISTRATIONS IN BOTH COUNTRIES 
AS, CONSIDERING PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU'S TROUBLES 
WITH DOMESTIC AFFAIRS AND PRESIDENT CARTER'S PROBLEMS IN 
AFRICA, "THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER HAVE, AT 
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ONE STROKE, FREED THEMSELVES FROM UNRELENTING DAILY 
MEDIA CENSURE AND STAVED OFF LOOMING POLITICAL DISASTER " 
THROUGH "SPECIOUS CONFRONTATION OVER CREATURES OF THE 
DEEP." 
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